
	
	
	
	
	

BUSH,	TREE	AND	PERENNIAL	SHADE	
PLANT	OPTIONS	



Shrubs	for	Shade:	Mapleleaf	Viburnum		
(Viburnum	acerifolium)	

•  Maple-leaf	arrow-wood	is	a	low,	densely	branched	shrub,	4-6	K.	tall	
and	3-4	K.	wide.	Flat-topped	clusters	of	white	flowers	are	followed	
by	berries	turning	from	red	to	blue-black.	Bright-	to	dark-green,	
deciduous	foliage,	maple-like	in	shape,	is	very	colorful	in	fall.	A	
shrub	with	maple-like	leaves	and	small,	white	flowers	or	uniform	
size	in	flat	topped	clusters.	

•  Mapleleaf	viburnum	(V.	acerfolium)	thrives	in	deep	shade	in	U.S.	
Department	of	Agriculture	plant	hardiness	zones	4	through	8.	It	
grows	well	in	dry	soil	and	is	suitable	for	small	spaces,	reaching	a	
height	of	2	to	6	feet.	Mapleleaf	viburnum	has	striking	fall	foliage,	
changing	from	reddish	purple	to	rosy	pink.	

•  The	disWncWve,	purplish-pink	autumn	foliage	makes	this	one	of	our	
handsomest	shrubs.	



Mapleleaf	Viburnum		
(Viburnum	acerifolium)	



Mapleleaf	Viburnum		
(Viburnum	acerifolium)	



Mapleleaf	Viburnum		
(Viburnum	acerifolium)	



Hydrangea	(Hydrangea	macrophylla)	

•  For	light	shade,	it’s	tough	to	beat	Hydrangea	macrophylla.	
The	shrub	is	easy	to	grow,	needing	liYle	fussing	beyond	
watering,	occasional	feeding,	and	light	pruning	once	a	year.		

•  Yet	it	pumps	out	big	mophead	flower	clusters—in	shades	of	
pink,	blue,	and	white—that	can	reach	10	or	more	inches	
across.		

•  For	really	large	clusters,	grow	H.	arborescens	‘Incrediball’,	
which	has	12-inch	heads	that	open	lime	green,	turn	snowy	
white,	then	age	to	pale	green	on	plants	to	10	feet	tall.	



	
Hydrangea	(Hydrangea	macrophylla)	



Nandina	

•  If	you	are	looking	for	a	shrub	that	has	lacy	foliage;	
colorful	fall	foliage	color,	interesWng	flowers,	autumn	
berries	and	is	evergreen,	take	a	good	look	at	Nandina	
domesWca.	Commonly	called	'Heavenly	Bamboo'	this	
plant	has	just	about	everything	a	homeowner	could	
ask	for,	all	in	one	plant.	

•  Nandina	can	be	used	in	virtually	any	part	of	the	
landscape.	It	is	especially	useful	in	full	or	part	sun,	
where	the	foliage	color	is	superb.	However,	it	will	even	
grow	in	a	shady	part	of	the	garden. 		



Nandina	(Heavenly	Bamboo)	



Elderberry	(Sambucus)	
•  SomeWmes	propagated	as	an	ornamental	shrub,	the	
elderberry	bush	is	a	member	of	the	honeysuckle	
family.	It's	actually	a	small	tree,	with	an	abundance	of	
delicate	white	flowers	emerging	as	berry	clusters	
generally	between	August	and	October,	mostly	in	cool-
to-warm	areas	of	the	country,	like	the	Northeastern	
and	Northwestern	areas	of	the	US	and	Canada.	

•  SWll	a	novelty	to	many	Americans,	this	Wny	black	fruit	
yields	an	abundance	of	juice	for	its	small	size.	When	
cooking	elderberries	for	sauce,	some	may	prefer	a	liYle	
extra	sweetness.	



Elderberry	(Sambucus)	



Elderberry	(Sambucus)	



Spreading	English	Yew	
(Taxus	baccata	‘Repandens’)	

•  Taxus	baccata	'Repandens'	is	an	excepWonally	handsome	
evergreen	conifer	for	sun	or	shade.	It	is	low	growing,	with	
arching	branches	that	droop	at	their	Wps.	This	spreading	
habit	makes	it	ideal	as	a	medium-sized	groundcover,	
especially	in	woodland	condiWons.		

•  Like	other	yews,	it	takes	pruning	well,	even	into	old	wood.	
However,	its	lovely	form	develops	best	when	it	is	given	
enough	room	to	spread	and	is	leK	unpruned.		

•  Spreading	English	yew	has	very	dark	green	needles	year-
round	and	is	one	of	the	few	conifers	that	thrives	in	shade.	
It	is	a	perfect	foil	for	other	plants,	parWcularly	ferns	and	
shade-loving	perennials,	adding	texture	and	substance	to	
the	garden	



Spreading	English	Yew	
(Taxus	baccata	‘Repandens’	



Japanese	Kerria	
(Kerria	japonica)	

•  Japanese	kerria	(also	known	as	Japanese	rose)	is	
a	tough-but-graceful,	spring-flowering,	deciduous	
shrub	that	is	naWve	to	certain	mountainous	areas	
of	China	and	Japan.		

•  It	typically	grows	to	3-6’	tall	and	to	6-8’	wide	on	
slender,	arching,	yellowish-green	stems	that	
remain	an	aYracWve	green	in	winter.	Single,	five-
petaled,	rose-like,	yellow	flowers	(to	1	1/2”	
diameter)	bloom	somewhat	profusely	in	spring.		
Tolerates	full	shade.	



Japanese	Kerria	
(Kerria	japonica)	



Japanese	Kerria	
(Kerria	japonica)	



Sky	Pencil	Holly	
•  This	popular,	versaWle	shrub	can	be	planted	to	accent	your	

home,	either	in	rows	for	a	narrow	hedge,	or	alone	as	an	
ornamental.	

•  However	you	use	it,	expect	liYle	maintenance.	

•  You'll	be	fascinated	by	the	Sky	Pencil	Holly's	shape	-	
growing	skyward	naturally	without	the	need	for	trimming	
(unless	you	want	to	keep	them	at	a	desired	height).	

•  If	you	are	looking	for	a	sleek,	updated,	stylish	look,	use	
these	Japanese	Hollies	with	their	tall,	narrow,	columnar	
shape.	



Sky	Pencil	Holly	



Red	Twig	Dogwood	(Cornus	sericea)	
•  Cornus	sericea,	commonly	known	as	red	twig	dogwood	or	red	osier	dogwood,	is	an	upright-

spreading,	suckering	shrub	that	typically	grows	in	the	absence	of	pruning	to	6-9’	tall	with	a	
slightly	larger	spread.		

•  Ovate	to	lanceolate,	medium	to	dark	green	leaves	(2-5”	long)	acquire	interesWng	shades	of	
red	to	orange	eventually	fading	to	purple	in	autumn.		

•  Reddish	stems	turn	bright	red	in	winter	and	are	parWcularly	showy	against	a	snowy	backdrop.		

•  Tiny,	fragrant,	white	flowers	appear	in	flat-topped	clusters	(cymes	to	2.5”	diameter)	in	late	
spring,	with	sparse,	intermiYent,	addiWonal	flowering	someWmes	conWnuing	into	summer.		

•  Flowers	give	way	to	clusters	of	whiWsh	(someWmes	with	a	bluish	Wnge)	drupes	in	summer.	
Fruit	is	quite	aYracWve	to	birds	and	is	generally	considered	to	have	as	much	if	not	more	
ornamental	interest	than	the	flowers.	

•  Available	in	many	colors	and	variegaWons	that	work	well	in	part	shade.	



	
Red	Twig	Dogwood	(Cornus	sericea)	



Red	Twig	Dogwood	(Cornus	sericea)	



Small	Trees	for	Shade:	Camellia	
(Camellia	sinensis)	

•  Evergreen,	drought	tolerant	once	established,	
offering	blooms	from	late	fall	through	early	
spring;	camellias	are	available	in	many	shapes,	
sizes	and	colors.	There	are	even	fragrant	
varieWes.	

•  Camellias	are	excellent	in	containers	too.	For	
your	smaller	spaces.		This	is	a	perfect	container		
for	paWos	and	courtyards	where	you	can	enjoy	its	
delicate	fragrance	during	the	winter	months.	

•  6	–	8	feet	tall	in	maturity.	



	
Camellia	(Camellia	sinensis)	



Camellia	(Camellia	sinensis)	



Spring	Blooming	Camelia	



Mt.	Laurel	(Kalmia	LaWfolia)	
•  Kalmia	laWfolia	(Mountain	Laurel)	is	ideal	as	a	landscape	

accent,	informal	border	or	hedge,	or	anywhere	its	star-like,	
purple,	lavender,	or	white	flowers	can	be	appreciated.		

•  Leathery,	evergreen	leaves	adorn	the	reddish-brown,	scaly	
bark,	and	the	blooms	aYract	even	more	beauty	to	the	
garden	in	the	form	of	birds	and	buYerflies!		

•  Kalmia	is	a	low-maintenance,	evergreen	shrub	that's	great	
for	naturalizing,	works	well	with	other	evergreens,	and	is	
an	excellent	choice	for	parWally	shaded	sites.	



Mt.	Laurel	(Kalmia	LaWfolia)	



	
Mountain	Laurel	(Kalmia	LaWfolia)	



	
Mountain	Laurel	(Kalmia	LaWfolia)	



	
	Variegated	Redbuds	(Cercis	canadensis)		

									
•  Adaptable	and	dependable,	redbuds	include	some	of	our	

most	charming	naWve	trees.		

•  In	early	spring,	before	leaf-out,	a	profusion	of	small,	sweet	
pea–shaped,	lavender-pink	to	rosy	purple	flowers	appears	
on	twigs,	branches,	and	even	the	main	trunk.		

•  Blossoms	are	followed	by	clusters	of	flat,	beanlike	pods	
that	persist	into	winter	and	give	rise	to	numerous	seedlings	
around	the	tree.	Handsome,	broad,	rounded	or	heart-
shaped	leaves	may	change	to	bright	yellow	in	fall,	but	fall	
color	is	inconsistent.	



	
Variegated	Redbuds	(Cercis	canadensis)	

									
• Variegated	Redbuds	brighten	up	darker	areas	
and	are	available	in	weeping	and	upright	
forms.	



	
Japanese	Maples	(Acer	palmatum)	

									
•  While	Japanese	maples	flourish	in	the	ground	in	zones	
5	through	9,	they	also	grow	extremely	well	in	
containers.		

•  PoYed	Japanese	Maples	are	the	perfect	accent	pieces	
for	any	room	in	the	house,	or	on	the	porch	or	paWo	
because	they	will	decorate	spaces	with	splashes	of	
color	for	mulWple	seasons.		

•  They	are	available	in	many	forms,	foliage	types,	sizes	
and	colors.	

•  Their	beauWful	forms	are	aYracWve	even	in	winter.	
•  Tolerate	part	shade.	



Perennials	for	Shade:	
Toad	Lilly	(TricyrWs)	

• Toad	lily	flowers	(TricyrWs)	are	aYracWve	in	the	
shady	landscape,	blooming	in	a	range	of	
spoYed	colors,	in	the	axels	of	the	plant.		

•  Flowers	may	be	star	or	bell	shaped	depending	
which	variety	of	toad	lily	is	growing.		

•  Flowers	appear	on	culWvars	of	the	toad	lily	
plant,	a	member	of	the	lily	family,	a	true	lily.		

• Toad	lily	care	is	minimal	if	the	plant	is	sited	
properly.	



Toad	Lilly	



Toad	Lilly	(TricyrWs	hirta)	



Painted	Ferns	(Athyrium	niponicum)	

•  Japanese	painted	ferns	(Athyrium	niponicum)	are	
colorful	specimens	that	brightens	the	part	shade	
to	shady	areas	of	the	garden.		

•  Silvery	fronds	with	a	touch	of	blue	and	deep	red	
stems	make	this	fern	stand	out.		

• When	you’ve	learned	how	to	grow	a	Japanese	
painted	fern,	you’ll	want	to	use	it	in	all	areas	of	
the	shade	garden.	



Painted	Ferns	(Athyrium	niponicum)	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	
•  I	enjoy	a	four-season	garden,	so	I	find	it	parWcularly	rewarding	to	

have	blooms	that	start	in	late	winter	and	early	spring.	This	is	when	
hellebores	take	center	stage.		

•  You	simply	have	to	love	a	plant	that	braves	what	nature	throws	at	it	
and	can	sWll	show	off	at	this	Wme	of	year.	And	those	flowers	last	a	
long	Wme—from	March	to	May.		That	they	are	great	shade	plants	
and	basically	evergreen	only	adds	to	their	allure.	

•  Their	common	name	is	Lenten	rose	because	they	bloom	around	the	
beginning	of	Lent.	And	as	long-blooming,	low-maintenance,	
basically	evergreen	perennials	that	tolerate	even	dry	shade	and	can	
flower	before	the	snow	melts,	these	plants	have	few	equals	in	the	
garden.	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	



Epimediums	
•  Epimediums	are	hardly	commonplace	plants	in	the	United	States,	but	they	

should	be.	Although	oKen	mistaken	for	orchids	because	of	their	flowers,	
epimediums	are	members	of	the	barberry	family	(Berberidaceae).		

	
•  These	spring-blooming	perennials	combine	well	with	ferns,	hostas,	

lungwort	(Pulmonaria	spp.	and	cvs.),	hardy	gingers,	and	other	
shadegarden	plants.	Depending	on	the	species,	the	number	of	flowers	
produced	per	plant	can	vary	from	just	a	few	to	literally	hundreds	covering	
a	single	stem.	

		
•  Flower	color	runs	the	gamut	from	white,	pink,	rose,	and	purple	to	yellow,	

orange,	and	red.	And	the	flowers	can	be	solid,	bicolored,	or	a	combinaWon	
of	several	colors.	Epimedium	foliage	can	be	deciduous,	semi-evergreen,	or	
truly	evergreen,	depending	on	the	species	or	hybrid	and	the	climate	in	
which	it	is	grown.		



Epimediums	



Epimediums	



Epimediums	



Epimediums	



Epimediums	



Fire	Island	Hosta	



White	Feather	Hosta	



Fallopia	



Bleeding	Heart	



Lamium	



Grass	for	Shade:		Northern	Sea	Oats	Grass:		
(Chasmanthium	laWfolium)	

• Height:		2	–	3	Feet	
• Width:	2-3	Feet	
• Bloom:		Green	in	June	–	July	maturing	to	
Copper	/	Brown		

• Notes:		Has	Bamboo	like	appearance	with	very	
aYracWve	seed	heads	in	late	Summer	/	Fall.			

• Will	grow	in	Full	Shade.	





Hakone	Grass	(Hakonechloa	macra	'All	
Gold’)	



Heuchera	(Coral	Bells)	
•  Heuchera	make	excellent	foliage	plants	for	sun	to	shade	

gardens.	Most	flowers	are	not	as	impressive	as	the	foliage,	
but	they	do	add	a	second	level	of	interest.	

•  Clumps	or	mounds	of	heart-shaped,	boldy	veined	leaves.	
Some	culWvars	have	bold	dark,	or	radiant	silvery,	foliage.	
The	flowers	are	borne	in	narrow	racemes	or	panicles	and	
form	in	late	spring	and	early	summer.	

•  Semi-evergreen.	

•  Many	many	colors	and	sizes	are	available.	



Coral	Bells	(Heuchera	‘Lime	Rickey’)	



Coral	Bells	(Heuchera	‘Fire	Alarm’)	



Choral	Bells	(Heuchera)	



Choral	Bells	(Heuchera)	



	
Ragwort	(Osiris	Café	Noir	Ligularia)	

• A	new	member	of	the	"Osiris"	series	of	
Ligularia,	this	interesWng	selecWon	emerges	
very	deep	purple-black,	then	transiWons	
through	shades	of	bronze	before	maturing	to	
olive	green.		Like	'Osiris	Fantaisie',	the	leaves	
of	this	variety	are	similarly	thick	and	leathery	
with	serrated	margins.			

• Yellow	flowers	are	produced	on	20"	stems	in	
mid	to	late	summer.		



	
Ragwort	(Osiris	Café	Noir	Ligularia)	



The	Rocket	(Ligularia	stenocephala	
'The	Rocket’)	

• The	aptly	named	‘The	Rocket’	is	virtually	
indestrucWble	if	sited	in	damp	shade.	In	
spring,	toothed	green	foliage	unfurls	to	form	
an	aYracWve	mound.		

•  Flowering	begins	in	midsummer	when	stalks	
packed	with	liYle	buds	rise	up	to	4	feet	tall.	
LiYle	golden	daisies,	opening	from	boYom	to	
top,	shoot	upward	like	rockets	to	the	sky.	



The	Rocket	(Ligularia	stenocephala	
'The	Rocket’)	



Bugbane	(Cimicifuga)	

•  Large,	upright	perennial	for	late-summer	
bloom.	Long	boYlebrush-like	flowers	are	
fragrant	and	form	aYracWve	seedpods.	Plants	
prefer	moist	soil	and	semi-shade.		

• Use	in	the	moist	perennial	or	woodland	
garden.	



Bugbane	(Cimicifuga)	



Bear’s	Breeches	(Whitewater	
Acanthus)	

•  Acanthus	'Whitewater'	Whitewater	is	a	spectacular	variety	of	a	
Wme-honored	plant	with	leaves	washed	in	splashes	and	ripples	of	
crystal	clear	white	against	a	deep	green	background.		

•  This	outstanding	perennial	provides	a	powerful	foliage	presence	
with	its	saw-toothed	leaves	and	magnificent	stature.	Growing	to	a	
height	and	width	of	3	feet,	the	summer	season	brings	a	bonus	of	4	
foot	tall,	striking	flower	stalks	in	shades	of	cream	and	pink.		

•  Situate	Whitewater	as	a	focal	point	in	borders	and	beds	for	waves	
and	torrents	of	variegated	foliage.	Hardy	in	zones	7-10.	



Bear’s	Breeches	(Whitewater	
Acanthus)	



Variegated	Jacob’s	ladder	(Polemonium	
caeruleum	'Brise	d'Anjou')	

•  This	dramaWc	culWvar	has	bright	green	leaves	that	
are	richly	edged	with	cream.	It	bears	lavender-blue	
blossoms	in	spring,	and	grows	from	1.5	to	2	feet	tall.	

•  Care:	Provide	rich,	consistently	moist	but	well-
drained	soil	in	part	to	full	shade.	



Variegated	Jacob’s	ladder	(Polemonium	
caeruleum	'Brise	d'Anjou')	



Brunnera		(Brunnera	macrophylla)	
•  The	leaves	of	'Jack	Frost'	are	intricately	detailed	with	a	crackle-like	finish.	

Though	the	leaves	are	dark	green,	they	have	a	heavily	frosted	overlay	
which	allows	only	the	green	veining	to	show	through.		

•  From	mid	to	late	spring,	baby	blue,	forget-me-not	type	blossoms	are	held	
in	clusters	several	inches	above	the	shimmering	foliage.	The	effect	is	
breathtaking.		

•  'Jack	Frost'	tolerates	heat	beYer	than	the	older	brunnera	culWvars.		
Brunneras	are	classic	perennials	that	are	treasured	for	their	shade	
tolerance	and	lovely	blooms.		

•  They	make	a	fantasWc	groundcover,	though	the	variegated	forms	may	be	
slower	to	spread	than	the	species.	Try	growing	them	in	containers	too	so	
they	will	be	close	at	hand	when	you	want	to	snip	a	few	blooms	for	a	spring	
bouquet.	



Brunnera		(Brunnera	macrophylla)	



Painted	Ferns	(Athyrium	niponicum)	

•  Japanese	painted	ferns	(Athyrium	niponicum)	are	
colorful	specimens	that	brightens	the	part	shade	
to	shady	areas	of	the	garden.		

•  Silvery	fronds	with	a	touch	of	blue	and	deep	red	
stems	make	this	fern	stand	out.		

• When	you’ve	learned	how	to	grow	a	Japanese	
painted	fern,	you’ll	want	to	use	it	in	all	areas	of	
the	shade	garden.	



Ferns	for	Shade:	Painted	Ferns	
(Athyrium	niponicum)	



Ferns	for	Shade:	Autumn	Brilliance	
Fern	with	Heuchera	



Ferns	for	Shade:	Autumn	Fern	with	
Painted	Fern	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	
•  I	enjoy	a	four-season	garden,	so	I	find	it	parWcularly	rewarding	to	

have	blooms	that	start	in	late	winter	and	early	spring.	This	is	when	
hellebores	take	center	stage.		

•  You	simply	have	to	love	a	plant	that	braves	what	nature	throws	at	it	
and	can	sWll	show	off	at	this	Wme	of	year.	And	those	flowers	last	a	
long	Wme—from	March	to	May.		That	they	are	great	shade	plants	
and	basically	evergreen	only	adds	to	their	allure.	

•  Their	common	name	is	Lenten	rose	because	they	bloom	around	the	
beginning	of	Lent.	And	as	long-blooming,	low-maintenance,	
basically	evergreen	perennials	that	tolerate	even	dry	shade	and	can	
flower	before	the	snow	melts,	these	plants	have	few	equals	in	the	
garden.	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	



Lenten	Rose	(Hellebores)	



Fire	Island	Hosta	



White	Feather	Hosta	



Chocolate	Rodgersia	



Chocolate	Rodgersia	



AsWlbe	
•  Likely	the	focal	point	of	your	shady	summer	flower	bed,	asWlbe	flowers	

can	be	recognized	by	their	tall,	fluffy	plumes	that	tower	above	frilly,	fern-
like	foliage	in	the	shade	garden.	These	aYracWve	flowers	make	great	
companions	for	other	shade	tolerant	plants,	such	as	hosta	and	hellebores,	
for	contrasWng	foliage	and	coordinaWng	blooms.		

•  Twenty	five	species	of	AsWlbe	exist,	with	hundreds	of	hybrids	available.	
Some	are	borne	on	arching	stems,	while	others	are	erect.	AsWlbe	flowers	
range	in	color,	from	whites	to	dark	purples,	though	most	are	pastel.	In	
addiWon,	different	varieWes	bloom	at	different	Wmes	and	are	available	in	
varying	heights.		

•  AsWlbe	flowers	may	be	a	few	inches	to	a	few	feet	in	height,	depending	on	
the	asWlbe	plant	you	choose.	If	you	do	your	research,	you’ll	be	rewarded	
with	their	spiky	blossoms	(in	an	array	of	heights)	all	summer	long.		



AsWlbe	



Goatsbeard	(Aruncus	dioicus)	

•  Goat's	beard	is	a	perennial	naWve	to	eastern	North	
America	and	parts	of	Europe	and	Siberia.	It	is	grown	
for	its	tall	stature	(up	to	6	feet)	and	showy,	cream-
colored	plumes	of	flowers	in	summer.		

•  The	effect	is	that	of	a	giant	asWlbe.	Plants	with	male	
flowers	produce	showier	and	more	erect	plumes	than	
plants	with	female	flowers,	whose	plumes	are	more	
pendent	and	less	creamy-white.		

•  Grow	in	full	or	parWal	shade.	



Goatsbeard	(Aruncus	dioicus)	



Shade	CombinaWons	with	Heuchera	
and	Ferns	and	Bleeding	Heart	



Heuchera	and	AsWlbe	



Heuchera,	AsWlbe	and	Brunnera	



AsWlbe	and	Ferns	



Hosta	and	AsWlbe	



Hosta,	AsWlbe,	Ferns	and	Heuchera	



Heuchera	and	AsWlbe	



Heuchera	and	AsWlbe	



Heuchera,	AsWlbe	and	Brunnera	



AsWlbe	and	Heuchera	



Hosta,	AsWlbe,	Ferns	and	Heuchera	



Heuchera	CombinaWon	



Heuchera	and	AsWlbe	


